
 

 
 

Nashville, TN 

August 24, 2017 
 

Dear Maryland Farm Bureau Friends:     
 

I hope you will join us in Nashville this January for the 99th Annual Meeting of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation.  The annual conference is an opportunity to meet 
farmers from around the country, participate in worthwhile workshops, hear some great 
speakers and debate issues that are will impact our ability to farm far into the future.   
 
We usually travel with around 60 Maryland Farm Bureau members to the national 
conference.  This includes Young Farmers who compete in competitions, Women’s 
Leadership representatives, our three Voting Delegates and many other farm couples 
who enjoy the fellowship of traveling with friends.   
 
The travel package we are offering this year allows you to specifically customize your 
trip. The only required charges are for hotel, convention registration and the Maryland 
group breakfast.  You can also purchase tickets for bus tours, the leadership luncheon or 
one of the fundraising events to support the AFBF Foundation for Agriculture.  These 
include the Foundation Night Out and the flapjack breakfast.  You can purchase your 
airfare directly from your airline of choice and charge it right onto your credit card.  This 
way you can build travel points and make changes as needed.  We suggest traveling to 
Nashville on Friday and home on Tuesday, but that’s just a suggestion.  We just look 
forward to your company for as long as you 
can join us the country music capital - 
Nashville! 
 
Sincerely, 

      
CHUCK FRY 
President 



 

 

Gaylord Opryland Resort 
2800 Opryland Drive, Nashville, TN  37214 

 

The Maryland delegation will stay at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and 
Convention Center.  According to the Resort website, you should “Expect an 
extraordinary experience at Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center, boasting 
stylish rooms, modern meeting spaces and a location less than 10 miles from Nashville 
International Airport. While you can find shopping and dining right under our roof, you'll 
also want to explore nearby attractions including the Grand Ole Opry, Opry Mills, the 
Country Music Hall of Fame and the General Jackson Showboat. During your getaway, 
make an appointment at Relâche Spa & Salon, or gather your group for an outing at 
Gaylord Springs Golf Links. Our hotel's indoor and outdoor pools and 9 acres of lush, 
indoor gardens and cascading waterfalls will impress all visitors. With 700,000 square 
feet of flexible event space, we can partner with you to host unforgettable meetings, 
conferences, weddings and receptions. When it's time to unwind, return to deluxe 
accommodations with pillow top mattresses, flat-panel TVs and room service. Start 
planning your Nashville adventures at Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center.”       
                         



 

The Convention 
 

The American Farm Bureau Federation is the nations’ largest general farm organization 
with over 6 million member families in all 50 states and Puerto Rico. The Annual 
Convention is an opportunity for members across the nation to come together for 
business, educational and networking opportunities. During this meeting our delegates 
will adopt policies for the coming year and elect leadership to guide these policies 
forward. 
 
The AFBF Annual Convention offers a preview into the future of agriculture.  Through 
the IDEAg Interconnectivity Conference, thought-provoking and controversial 
educational workshops and the latest in precision agriculture and technology, attendees 
will be given the opportunity to learn information that can be used in everyday life and 
experience what’s next in agriculture. Attending the AFBF Annual Convention provides 
unfettered access to Farm Bureau and industry leaders, subject matter experts and 
corporate partners.  
 
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS 
Full Farm Bureau member registration includes the following opportunities: 

• IDEAg Trade Show  
• General Sessions 
• Featured Workshops 
• Educational Workshops (Sun and Mon) 
• YF&R Competitive Events (Sat, Sun and Mon) 
• Foundation Silent Auction  

 
Available for additional purchase: 

• Foundation Flapjack Fundraiser (Sun) 
• Leadership Luncheon (Sun) 
• Foundation Entertainment Event (Mon) 
• Bus Tours of the local area & beyond (Sat & Tue) 

 

The Schedule 
The 2018 Nashville annual meeting schedule follows a similar schedule to last year in 
Phoenix.  The Young Farmers and Women Leadership Programs will hold most of their 
activities on Saturday.  The IDEAg Trade Show opens on Saturday afternoon with the 
“Celebration of Grassroots” reception and runs through Monday.  The Maryland Farm 
Bureau group breakfast will be held on Monday morning at the Opryland.  This event 
gives everyone a chance to catch up and discuss convention activities.  
 
The convention will feature 2 general sessions this year, with the closing session set to 
begin at 11:15am on Monday and end in time for the 1:00pm Taste of America in the 
IDEAg Trade Show area.  The food and drink samples provide an excellent lunch and 
networking opportunity on Monday! 



 

The AFBF Foundation Night Out will be at the Grand Ole Opry House, next door to the 
Hotel, on Monday evening.  Join the Foundation for this custom-made Grand Ole Opry 
performance by the musicians and song writers who make Nashville famous! 
 
As always, Sunday and Monday will be filled with workshops, luncheons, trade show 
displays and final rounds for the Young Farmer and rural business competitions.  The 
voting delegate session to consider AFBF policy and hold elections is scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 9th.   
 
The schedule suggest that members will want to consider flying down to Nashville on 
Friday, January 5th and return on Tuesday, January 9th.  Only the 3 voting delegates will 
have to remain through the day on Tuesday.  MFB members can choose to head home 
or stay for the day and participate in one of the Bus Tours organized by Tennessee Farm 
Bureau.  Tours are being offered both on Saturday and Tuesday.  Tickets for tours must 
be booked at the time of registration.    
 
Stay tuned for our Facebook announcements about well-known celebrities for the 
keynote address and more…..  Follow us on www.facebook.com/MDfarmbureau.    
 
Here is a look at the day-by-day convention schedule: 
 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
AFBF’s 99th Annual Convention • January 5 – 10, 2018 • Nashville, TN 

Ideal Travel – Arrive Fri/Depart Tue 
Friday, January 5, 2018 
 7:00 a.m. Convention Registration 
 5:00 p.m.           YF&R Competitor Networking Reception 
 6:00 p.m.  State Presidents’ Dinner 
 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 

6:30 a.m. Convention Registration 
 7:00 a.m. Farm to 5K Run/Walk  
 7:30 a.m. Ag Tours organized by Tennessee Farm Bureau (leave times between 7:30 – 9am) 

7:30 a.m. YF&R Excellence in Ag Competitor & Judges Orientation  
 8:00 a.m. Women’s Leadership Networking & Regional Caucuses 

9:00 a.m. YF&R Excellence in Ag Presentations 
   YF&R Discussion Meet Competitor Orientation 
   YF&R Achieve & Apply Learning Session 

10:30 a.m. Annual Meeting of the American Farm Bureau Women   
 11:00 a.m. YF&R Discussion Meet Round 1 
 2:30 p.m. YF&R Discussion Meet Round 2 
 4:00 p.m. Celebration of Grassroots Reception – IDEAg Trade Show  
   YF&R Sweet 16 and AA Top 10 Announcements 
Sunday, January 7, 2017 

6:30 a.m.  Convention Registration 
   7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 

7:45 a.m. Foundation Flapjack Fundraiser (by ticket only - $37.00 pp) 
 9:30 a.m. Opening General Session  
 10:30 a.m.  IDEAg Trade Show Opens 
   YF&R Achievement Awards Interviews 
 11:00 a.m. Rural Entrepreneurship Challenge 

http://www.facebook.com/MDfarmbureau


 

12:00 p.m. Leadership Luncheon (by ticket only $45.00 pp, all are welcome) 
 1:15 p.m. Featured Workshop(s)  

YF&R Discussion Meet Sweet 16 
 2:30 p.m. Concurrent Workshops 
                                       Farm Bureau Agriculture Investment Pitch Session 1 
 3:30 p.m. Concurrent Workshops 
 3:45 p.m.  Farm Bureau Agriculture Investment Pitch Session 2 
 4:30 p.m. Featured Workshops 
   Announce YF&R Discussion Meet Final 4 and Excellence in Ag Top 10 
 5:30 p.m. IDEAg Trade Show Closes  
                                       Women’s Communications Boot Camp Alumni Reunion 
 5:45 p.m. YF&R Finalist & Sponsors Reception 
 6:00 p.m. FB STARs (Staff Appreciation Reception) 
  
Monday, January 8, 2017 

7:00 a.m. Maryland Farm Bureau Group Breakfast – Opryland Hotel 
7:00 a.m. Convention Registration 
8:00 a.m. IDEAg Trade Show Opens 
8:15 a.m. Concurrent Workshops 
  YF&R Discussion Meet Final Four – IDEAg Trade Show 
9:15 a.m. Concurrent Workshops 
10:15 a.m. Concurrent Workshops 

 11:15 a.m. Closing General Session – Keynote Q&A w/ Reba McEntire 
 1:00 p.m. Taste of the States – IDEAg Trade Show 

3:00 p.m. IDEAg Trade Show Closes 
7:30 p.m. Foundation Night Out – Grand Ole Opry (ticketed in advance $65.00 pp) 
  

Tuesday, January 9, 2017 
 7:00 a.m. Post-convention Bus Tours 

8:00 a.m. Annual Meeting of Voting Delegates 
   Amendment Processing 
   Spouses of State Presidents Event (by invitation – President’s spouse only) 
 12:00 p.m. Voting Delegate Luncheon 
 1:00 p.m. Delegate Regional Caucuses 
 2:00 p.m. Voting Delegate Session 
 
Wednesday, January 10, 2017 
 7:00 a.m. AFBF Board of Directors’ Breakfast 
 8:00 a.m. AFBF Board of Directors’ Meeting  
    

 

The Cultivation Stage @ the IDEAg Trade Show 
 

Unveiled in Orlando for the AFBF Presidential Candidates debate, the Cultivation Stage in the IDEAg 
trade show will continue to be a center for information exchange in Nashville.  Programs that have 
previously occurred in smaller breakout session rooms will occur here for all to enjoy.  Expect to see the 
Young Farmer & Rancher Final Four Discussion Meet, featured workshops, and the final competition for 
the Rural Entrepreneurship Challenge - all on the Cultivation Stage, center court in the trade show arena.  
 
The Farm Bureau Rural Entrepreneurship Challenge is the first national business competition focused 
exclusively on rural entrepreneurs working on food and agriculture businesses. Rural entrepreneurs pitch 
innovative business ideas to a team of judges with expertise in business development and agribusiness. 
These business owners compete for $145,000 of startup funds. Over the last 2 years, 10 Maryland based 
businesses competed in the competition. 



 

 

Airfare – Please remember to book your 
airfare soon to take advantage of the best 
rates between Baltimore and Nashville.  
Southwest direct flights priced in the $280’s 
roundtrip for early booking.  Delta & American 
have similar pricing for connecting flights. 

 

 
American Farm Bureau Foundation for 

Agriculture 

Fundraising Activities 
 
Help raise funds to improve Ag Literacy by attending 
one or all of these fun filled events - the AFBF 

Foundation Flapjack breakfast on Sunday or the Foundation “Night Out” at the 
Grand Ole Opry on Monday.  As a member of the Foundation Board of 
Directors, MFB President Chuck Fry encourages all Maryland Farm Bureau 
members who travel to Nashville to support the Foundation’s ag literacy 
effort to rebuild the bonds of trust between American consumers and the 
people who proudly grow their food, fiber and energy.   
 
Pancakes for Ag Literacy! – The Foundation’s Annual Flapjack Breakfast sells out fast - so 

order your tickets early.  This year’s feast will take place on 
Sunday morning, January 7th at 7:45am.  The Ag Literacy Book of 
the Year will be previewed at the breakfast. 
       Cost: $37 per individual or $450 for a RESERVED table of 10 
 
 

Foundation Night Out ς Music & Dancing for Ag Literacy! – Join the Foundation for 
Agriculture for a custom concern in the famous Grand Ole Opry House.  Expect talented 
country music singers and the songwriters who work behind the scenes.   
  

Cost: $65 per individual 

http://www.agfoundation.org/


 

Nashville & Surrounding Area Bus Tours 
 

There are four tour options offered by Tennessee Farm Bureau during the 2018 Annual 
Convention.  Two tours are offered on both Saturday and Tuesday.  One tour is only 
available on Saturday, the other only on Tuesday.  Tours are priced between $50 and 
$125 per person.  The fee transportation and many admission fee associated with the 
tour. All but the Old Town Trolly include lunch as well.  
 
Jack Daniels Distillery, Miss Mary Bobo’s, Tennessee Walking Horses   

$109.00 per person – includes lunch and admission to JDaniels 
 Tours depart from Opryland Hotel at 7:30/8:00am, return  

    between 4:00/5:00pm 
   Tours are offered on Saturday and Tuesday 
 

 
The Hermitage and the Belle Meade Plantation  

$125.00 per person   
Includes buffet lunch and admission to both stops 
The Hermitage is home of President Andrew Jackson, known as 
“The People’s President” 
Tours depart at 7:30am and return late afternoon (times TBA) 
This tour is offered on Saturday only 
 

The Hermitage and Tennessee Farmers’ Cooperative 
$99.00 per person – includes lunch and admission to Hermitage 
Tours depart from Opryland Hotel at 7:30am and return mid-afternoon  
This tour is offered on Tuesday only 
 

Old Town Trolley Narrated tour of Nashville 
$50.00 per person – includes shuttle from Opryland Hotel to downtown Nashville 
& Trolley ticket (does not include lunch or admission to any stop locations) 

           Fully Narrated Tour of Nashville w/ Hop on and off ALL DAY at 15 Old Town  
           Trolley Stops and More than 100 Points of Interest including Country Music Hall of  
           Fame, the Johnny Cash and George Jones museums and Ryman Auditorium. 

 
The Shuttle departs the Opryland hotel at 9am, 10:30am and 
12:30pm.  Return shuttles will run from Broadway downtown 
to the Opryland at Noon, 3:00pm and 6:40pm. 
 
This tour is offered on Saturday and Tuesday. 
 

 

https://www.trolleytours.com/nashville/
https://www.trolleytours.com/nashville/attractions
http://mieladictos.com/2014/05/22/un-whisky-con-miel-de-colmenas-urbanas/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

